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Program:  North Korea, Asia and the US, Prof. Tom Le 
Submitted by Mike DeWees 

Tom Shelley introduced the program, a 
timely examination of various relation-
ships with North Korea presented by As-
sistant Professor of Politics at Pomona 
College Tom Le. Professor Le was able to 
tie the Asian influence on American poli-
tics to the recent midterms and historic 
milestones over the last 45 years. 

International relations is complex since 
it's balanced among individuals, the state 
and international systems. Interestingly, 
there is no set of international rules to 
regulate force. A bit of anarchy at this lev-
el is balanced only by interdependence.  At the state level 
there are national interests protected by governments, and 
NGOs that create more informal agreements. 

At the individual level you have the upbringing and influ-
ence of individual leaders. In the case of North Korea, the 
ruling family believes itself to be "ordained by God" and 
the current leader, 35 year old Kim Jong-Un, has been 
raised with this belief.  Incidentally, he apparently attended 
school as a boy in Switzerland. 

North Korea is complicated because it has removed itself 
from international trade by relying on illegal trade and de-
veloping cult-like personalities in its rulers. Because North 
Korea is self-reliant and separated from the pressures  

of the international community, it was 
able to develop nuclear weapons. 
George Bush included North Korea 
among the Axis of Evil nations in his 
2002 State of the Union address. 

Professor Le has been working on the-
ory he calls “The East Asia Bracelet.”  
North Korea is the center of the brace-
let as the convenient boogeyman that 
everyone can blame. For example, in 
America we rarely hear of the good 
relationship Japan has with Russia. PM 
Abe has met with Putin a dozen times. 

South Korea has taken the opposite path from North Ko-
rea, embracing international trade and becoming the 
"miracle on Han River." But even President Moon Jae-in 
of South Korea has been silencing negative press about 
North Korea in an effort to improve relations with its 
neighbor to the north—so much for the free press. 

With all these players, opportunities to align interests 
and cooperation is difficult as leadership changes among 
the players. Professor Le theorizes that there was a 
missed opportunity in 2012 during Obama’s second term 
when China and Japan had a leadership change and we 
were between nuclear crises.  The line below shows the 
misalignment among the positions of US, Japan and 
South  Korea toward North Korea over the years. 
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Welcome Guests and Visiting Rotarians 

Tom Shelley introduced his guest, friend and fellow cyclist, Mel Boynton, president of the 
University Club in Claremont. 

Positive thoughts go out to... 

Pat Hauducoeur is still in pain.  She was released from the hospital and is resting at home 
(to the extent Pat knows how to rest). 

Anita Hughes’ knee is progressing as it is supposed to after surgery, with attendant pain. 

Marc Winter’s dad just passed away in Oregon.   

Announcements  

Inland Valley Hope Partners  Adopt A Family - John Howland.  We can make the season joy-
ous for families struggling to make ends meet. This year our Rotary club is sponsoring three 
families in need of help with clothing, household items, and toys for the children.  Please 
wrap each gift for your “adopted” family and Include a gift tag or label identifying which 
family member is to receive the gift. ALSO, please add the family number on each tag.  Bring 
gifts to our meetings no later than December 6th. 

Winter Wonderland Celebration - Jim Marchant.  The Holiday party will be at Pomona Col-
lege’s Frank Hall at 260 E. Bonita Avenue on Friday, November 30th at 6:00 pm.   Dinner will 
be served at 7:00.  Bring your check to the next meeting or send it to PO Box 357. 

$20 - Member prepaid 

$35 - Non Prepaid and Guests $15 - Children 13-17 

$5 - Children 7-12     Free for Children 6 and Under 

RSVP to Jim Marchant by Monday, November 26th. email: marchantcyb@gmail.com 

Bill’s Bikes For Kids - Tom Shelley.  Tom is still collecting donations to help buy bikes and 
helmets.  Each bike set costs $125.  The bike build is Saturday December 8th, 8 am at Tom’s 
house, 622 Purdue Drive, Claremont.  The bikes will be given to kids on Saturday December 
15th at 8 am at the Presbyterian Church on Mountain.  Details to follow.  For info about do-
nating, contact tshelley47@gmail.com 

Upcoming events 

November 30  Holiday Party, Frank Hall (counts as a meeting) 

December 7 is our annual meeting to elect officers and the last meeting of 2018.  

Saturday, December 8   Bike Assembly, Bill’s Bikes for Kids (serves as a makeup) 

Saturday, December 15   Bill’s Bikes for Kids (counts as a meeting) 

Inspiration of the Day       - Ron Murphy 

Rotarians are positive, we have a solution to every problem. Einstein said “Stay away from negative 
people. They have a problem for every solution.” 

Rotary, The Meeting     Submitted by Lark Gerry 

President Ron Coleman rang the bell to start the meeting declaring “Welcome to the Rotary Club of Claremont, Califor-
nia, the land of trees, PhDs, and Retirees!” 

Club anthem, “Smile” was led by PP Randy Prout. Following the Pledge, Randy continued by saying it had been a sad 
week for many reasons, but he is convinced that God will bless America, so we sang “God Bless America!” 

mailto:marchantcyb@gmail.com
mailto:tshelley47@gmail.com
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Program, continued 

The program was dense with infor-
mation, but enjoyable.  Professor Le 
had to skip many slides due to the 
press of time.  President Ron suggested 
he come back for "Part 2" sometime in 
the near future. 

Le touched only briefly on the Trump-Kim summit and 
then took questions. During Q&A Adnan Aswad asked 
"How do you build trust?"  Prof. Le responded that we 
need to create conditions where it is hard for the other 
side to cheat. Sanctions and shame would be considered 
consequences. Trump created a problem but then 
solved the problem, so even though his approach is unu-
sual and risky, it seems to have had a positive outcome. 
He has legitimized North Korea as nuclear player, but it 
is also clear that those countries without nuclear mis-
siles have several examples of leadership that has fallen 
at American hands as a result of nuclear capability. 

Arman Ariane asked if decades of war games and influ-
ence has helped or hurt relations. Prof. Le said that 
North Korea is a good proxy player to our real conflicts 
with China and Russia. It is much easier to talk about 
North Korea than to deal with the complications or di-
rect action with those other countries. 

Dec. 7 Annual Meeting and Club Election  

Dec. 7th is the Annual Meeting when we elect two 
new members to the Board of Directors (effective July 
1) and a President for 2021-22.   

Presenting on that day is Jok Nihal, who founded the 
Liliir Education Project with a hope to bring education 
opportunities to his native homeland of Sudan which 
has been devastated by decades of civil wars. 

Teen Leadership Camp (TLC) - Lark Gerry 

This year our club has sponsored 14 students, (7 girls 
and 7 boys) from El Roble Intermediate School to 
attend TLC at Camp Cedar Crest, in Running Springs, 
CA.  November 30th - December 2nd.  

One last mandatory meeting for students and parents 
will be held Monday November 19th, 6:30-8:00 at the 
Alexander Hughes Center at 1700 Danbury Rd. in 
Claremont. Guest speaker PP Tim Harrison.  

Thank you for your continued support in making TLC a 
successful event. 

 

Sergeant Zoe TeBeau   

We initially weren’t able to hear Zoe be-
cause ...she says she didn’t have her glasses on.   

President Ron Coleman - for the worst jokes this week 
(in quarantine below to protect the club from further 
spreading), he paid $2.00 to the pig! 

Our club held a networking group at Nuno’s this week. 
Everyone who did not attend paid $1.00 

Susie Ilsley attended another Dancing With the Stars 
show. 

John Tulac’s daughter who came from London to attend 
a wedding n Thousand Oaks is taking refuge in 
Claremont due to the Woolsey Fire.  Many of the 400 
guests have no place to stay, and of course, the wedding 
event was postponed. No fine. 

Mike Dewees, on behalf of his daughter, paid $2.00 for 
promoting El Roble School Marching Band. They’re rais-
ing money to pay for their trip to London in 2020, where 
the band will perform in New Years Day Parade. Congrat-
ulations to the Band! 

Lisa Hahn paid for the privilege of announcing the 
Acorn Festival this Saturday, November 18th from 11:00 
am to 3:00 pm at the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden.  
Call 909-625-8767 or http//:www.rsabg.org for more 
info. 

Suzanne Christian reflected on the film that President 
Ron showed about Rotary International, “Every Smile is a 
Thank You.” She shared her experience five years ago 
when she went on an excursion deep in the Amazon. As 
the group was puling back brush along the jungle path, 
to their surprise, there was a Rotary sponsored medical 
building. They entered the building, spoke with the doc-
tor and saw the Rotary International sign on the wall.  
“Because of you, the Rotary Foundation is a Reality.” 

Buff Wright and Susie Ilsley attended the Rotary Leader-
ship Institute, Part II on November 10 in Palm Desert.   

President Ron’s Joke Quarantine 

What do you call an academically successful slice of 
bread?   An honor roll 

What happens when you drop a piano on an army base?   
A Flat Major 

Why did the girl wear glasses in math class?   It improves 
DeVision 

http://www.rsabg.org/


Bacon Bits 

Let’s fill up the pig! 

Sergeants committee 
meets every Friday at 

11:30 AM in the  
Orchard Lounge at the 

DoubleTree Hotel  
and anyone  

with information to 
share is welcome!! 

UPCOM ING  PR OGRAMS  & EV ENTS  

Ron Coleman 

Claremont Rotary  
President  

2018-2019 
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Next Birthdays 
Mike Pearlman 11/15 
Jim Marchant 11/22 
Andrew Bentson 12/1    
Lucinda McDade 12/3                 Adnan 
Aswad 12/6  
Perry Hillberg 12/7                      Daniel Forrester 12/8  
Nick Quackenbos 12/12              Paul Steffen  12/13  
Ron Coleman  12/14          

Clarifier Committee 
Mike DeWees 

Lark Gerry 
Bobby Hyde 
Dan Kentner 
Jim Lehman 

Steve Schenck  
Ann Scott-Putney 

Chris Shaner 
Harry Sparrow 

Peter Weinberger 
Buff Wright, editor 

Website 

Information about the club and back edi-

tions of this newsletter are always availa-

ble on DACdb and 

www.claremontRotary.org 

Join us on Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont 

 

Notes by Mike DeWees (program), Lark Gerry (meeting); photos by Steve Schenck 
The Claremont Rotary Club meets at the Claremont DoubleTree on Foothill at 12:10pm 

Nov. 16 State of the City Update, Tara Schultz 

Nov. 23 Dark for Thanksgiving!   

Nov. 30 6 pm Holiday Party at Frank Hall  (Dark at noon) 

Dec 7 Annual meeting; Education in Sudan, Jok Nihal 

Dec. 8 Bike Build,  8 am 

Photo of the Week: 

Easy! Eventually 
a bond will   

mature and earn 
money! 

What is the difference 
between a guitarist 
and savings bond? 

That’s almost 
funny!   

http://www.DACdb.com/Rotary
http://www.claremontrotary.org
http://facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont

