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Program: The Edge of Tomorrow, by Sylvia Whitlock
PDG Sylvia Whitlock told the story of
how women came to be members of
Rotary clubs, detailing Rotary’s initial
resistance to, and eventual embrace
of, membership for women after the
Supreme Court ruled against Rotary
International’s exclusionary policy. To
set the stage, she asked the audience
for the current call to arms of the
women’s movement—“#me too.” She
then flagged 5 countries, Brazil, China, India, the US, and
Russia, to use as cases for assessing women’s progress toward full political, civic, economic and social equality.
Brazil, still a largely traditional society, is seeing women increasingly participate in the labor force, but they earn less
than men in many occupations. China, where women

submitted by Jim Lehman

undergrads outnumber men, achieves
gender parity in employment and incomes in professional and technical
fields, but exhibits a wage gap in lowskill jobs. Women’s biggest obstacle to
full equality is marriage and family status. India, with constitutional protections and safeguards for women, has
yet to put them into practice fully.
Nominally, all are entitled to free public schooling to age 14. The Supreme Court only recently
ruled that women between the ages of 10 and 50 may
enter the Sabarimala Temple, a sacred Hindu site in Kerala. Progress may be under way, but it’s still a patriarchal society governed by traditional views. The US has
seen shifting gender roles, with increasing acceptance of
Continued on page 5

Many (not all) of the female members of the Rotary Club of Claremont, and guests. 30% of Active Club Membes are women

Countdown to the
Taste of Claremont

April 27, 2019

Continued, p. 5
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ROTARY: THE MEETING

submitted by Lark Gerry

President Ron Coleman, with gavel in hand, careful not to
knock the club bell oﬀ the podium, rang the bell announcing
the start of the meeting. Zoe TeBeau led the Pledge of Allegiance and Karen Sapio, directed us in singing Smile and America the Beautiful.

Winter Social & Karaoke Party!
When:

Friday, March 8th 2019 (rsvp asap)
6:00 – 8:00 PM
Where: Ophelia’s Jump
2009 Porterfield Way, Suite H
Upland, CA 91786 (map)

WELCOME GUESTS AND VISITING ROTARIAN!
We welcome visiting Rotarian and PDG Steve Garrett (right) of
San Marino, attending to listen to featured speaker.
President Ron Coleman introduced his guest, Mary Weis, vice
president of the Claremont Museum of Art, and CHS students,
Julia Pottorﬀ and Vega Sherman-Sites, from the ARTstART program.

Susie Ilsley introduced Jeanine Dole, a retired teacher, and
Isaac Ruttmim, whom she originally met at a Claremont Heritage event where he purchased one of her husband’s
paintings.
Nona Tirre, introduced her guest, Sarah Jo Antonucci.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bonita Ramos, Chair for TOC
sponsorship committee announced that we are still
accepting sponsors for the
20th Annual Taste of
Claremont. The Taste is a
great opportunity to advertise
your business.
Bobby Hyde announced that
our club will run an ad in memory of Sam Mowbray, who was
a major force in organizing support for the Taste of
Claremont. Please consider donating to oﬀset the cost for
this ad.
Bernadette Kendall, RYLA Chair, gave thanks for the help
provided by Jerry Tambe (PDG), Anita Boling, Frank Hungerford (PP), and Owen Keavney, who spent two days interviewing approximately 30 CHS students who had applied to attend this year’s RYLA camp.
Congratulations to Lyn Childress who volunteered to be a Facilitator at RYLA this year. She welcomed others to join her!

The 90 year Anniversary party will be in late August.
Brett O’Connor has Taste of Claremont tickets for members to
sell to family, friends, and colleagues. Tickets can also be purchased online.

Remembering Gene St. Claire
Frank Hungerford (PP 91-92),
announced the passing of
Honorary member Dr. Eugene
(Gene) St. Clair, age 95, who
served as club president in
1992-93. An outstanding Rotarian, he was presented with
the Nelson C. Bell Rotarian
Award in 2003-04. Frank shared fond memories
and remarked that Gene passed quietly after enjoying a birthday lunch out with his family.
President Ron Coleman recalled attending his
first Rotary meeting at the Hughes Center. There
he heard Gene sing the Welcome song with enthusiastic gesticulations — one of the reasons
Ron was inspired to join Rotary!
Services will be held at Pilgrim Congregational
Church in Pomona on Saturday March 9th at
2:00 p.m.

Inspiration of the Day

PP John Tulac

Out like a lamb and in like a lion…. We are into
March. We have just gotten through the cruelest
month of the year, which is not April as said in
literature. February is the cruelest because there
is no baseball, no football; we are left with hockey and basketball to get us through the shortest
month of the year. So now, we have spring training and even though the skies are not clear, happy days are nearly here again. And it is always
happy here on a Friday, our oasis, the Rotary Club
of Claremont.
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Project ARTstART
A fine lot of dollars was made on four March birthdays and
members NOT wearing a Rotary pin. In addition:

Arman Ariane gave up $3 for having three guests show up
to attend a meeting when there was NO meeting a few
weeks ago…can you re-invite them?
John Tulac paid $2 for having “almost” family on the
Red Carpet at the Oscars. His youngest daughter’s fiancé
is a music scout manager and he manages the songwriters who wrote the award winning song, Shallow.
Bonita Ramos was fined for making Dutch Donuts for
Pennsylvania Dutch Donut Day, AKA Fat Tuesday or Mardi
Gras.
Kebokile Dengu-Zvobgo is taking a trip to Rwanda. Fine!
Suzanne Christian was fined for submitting a long editorial letter to the Claremont Courier regarding a condo project being built behind Traders Joe’s and Peter Weinberger
was fined for publishing the letter. Good job you two for
bringing awareness to the city.

Mary Weis, vice president of the
Claremont Museum of Art, along
with CHS students Julia Potthorﬀ and
Vega Sherman-Sites, thanked Rotarians for our support of ARTstART (we
bought their t-Shirts, which bear the
rotary logo!) Mary, Julia and Vega
educated us about the program
whose purpose is to train students
to teach younger students art appreciation.
College docents mentor and train 60 high school students how to teach art appreciation and hands-on art
projects to 4th-6th graders. The ARTstARTers visit the
classrooms to work with the 4th-6th grade students in
preparation for visits to local museums. Following the
museum visits, they provide art lessons in the classrooms. ARTstARt incorporates the four Title I elementary schools: Mountain View, Oakmont, Sumner, and
Vista, as well as Sycamore and Claremont High School.
Approximately 125 students a month participate in
the art making series for extended day students in all
7 elementary schools. Last year RTstART served over
2,800 children in the Claremont schools, and this year
it has added a pilot program at El Roble Intermediate
School.

Civic activist, Suzanne
Christian talks about the
condo project.

Above, Mary Weis, Vega Sherman-Sites,
President Ron and Julia Potthorﬀ

At left, John
Tulac appears
to be blessing
the group, but
is talking
about his
brush with the
Oscars….
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CALLS FOR VOLUNTEERS
Taste of Claremont—April 26, 27, 28
The Taste is the BIGGEST opportunity to volunteer every
year! Sign up sheets will circulate soon, but don’t hesitate to step up and volunteer for what you’d like to do.
Bonita Ramos and Mark Winter are leading the sponsorship and vendors committees, which have already
made significant progress. Cameron Troxell calls ALL
members to service! If you can’t attend on April 27th,
there’s plenty to do right now!

90th Anniversary Party
Don’t know anything about the Club’s history? Here’s
your chance to learn! Let’s work together to celebrate
the Club’s history as we achieve a big milestone—90
years! The event will be in late August. Anita Hughes is
coordinating the committee.

District 5300 and RI News and Events
District 5300 District Conference, May 3-4 in Anaheim.
It’s so close by....you should consider attending. Included
in programming are the final rounds of the 4-Way Test
Speech and Stover Music Competitions, speakers who inspire, and good fun and fellowship.
You can sign up for these events by going into DACdb or
checking the February 3 Highlighter (sent by email).
It’s easy!
Rotary International Convention-Hamburg, Germany
PE Cameron Troxell will represent the Club at the convention, June 1-5. It’s a remarkable confluence of Rotarians from around the globe, with world class speakers. And
what a great excuse for a trip to Europe! (Your editor is
taking the bait.) Any Rotarian is welcome to attend.
Sign up online through myrotary using your rotary login,
or start at the convention page at http://
www.riconvention.org/en. Registration is $495. You will
find information about lodging on the site.

Pipe Organ Scholarships Awarded
by Roger House

Five applicants for the pipe organ scholarships auditioned in Pasadena before a committee comprised of Rotarians Jim Elsasser
and Roger House, along with LA Chapter
members: Phil Smith, curator of the Walt Disney Pipe
Organ and Past Dean of the LA Chapter; Dr. Francis Nobert, retired Professor Music from Whittier College, past
Dean of the LA Chapter and Western Regional Councilor;
and Lawrence Strohm, Organist, Board Member of the LA
Chapter and President of Strohm Organ company. The
group unanimously agreed to award four scholarships of
$900 from the Rotary Club, with an anticipated $600
match from the LA Chapter for an aggregate amount of
$1500. This should provide a year or more of lessons for
each to develop their talent in Pipe Organ performance.
A fifth applicant was awarded tickets to an upcoming
Pipe Organ Concert at Walt Disney Hall to encourage his
continuing interest.
IS THIS YOURS?
It was left at the
3-1-19 meeting

2019 District 5300 Foundation Gala

March 16th, 6-9pm Work to End Polio Now
District Governor John Chase and First Lady Elizabeth invite District 5300 members, family and friends to this
year’s Foundation Gala. From the stunning panoramic
views atop the Las Vegas World Market Center, the stage
will be set for an evening of music, inspiration and the celebration of Rotary International’s instrumental role in the
eradication of Polio. Polio survivor Ramesh Ferris is the
Keynote Speaker. Register online!
$125 per person or $1,000 per table of 8

If you have questions about RI Conventions, ask Ron Coleman, Bonita Ramos, Sylvia Whitlock, and other past presidents who can share their experiences.

$5,000 - Orchestra Level includes table for 8, full page in
program, visual acknowledgements throughout the evening and emcee special thank you.

Women’s History Month: Joke Quarantine
President Ron’s topical jokes continue…

$2,500 - Octet Level includes table for 8, 1/2 page ad in
program, visual acknowledgements throughout the evening and special emcee thank you.

Why did God make Adam before Eve? Everyone needs a
rough draft before they make the final copy.

$1,000 - Quartet Level includes 1/4 page as in program,
visual acknowledgement throughout the evening and special emcee thank you.

How is a man like a gun? Keep one around long enough,
and you’ll definitely want to shoot him.

$500 - Soloist Level visual acknowledgements throughout
the evening and special emcee thank you.

What’s the diﬀerence between a knife and an argumentative man? A knife has a point.

The Double Tree by Hilton Las Vegas Airport is full. This is
not the event venue, so any hotel will do!
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Sylvia Whitlock, continued
women in the military (including in combat roles), and in
leadership positions, and with the entry of men into such
“women’s jobs” as nursing and elementary education. Nonetheless, women are largely responsible for child rearing, for
maintaining the household, etc., and there is a persistent
wage gap. We may have come a “long way” but not as far as
we’d like—for example, with universal child care, paid family
leave, or with women in top corporate executive and board
leadership roles. In Russia, most women work outside the
home, but they are also responsible for the household. Traditional gender roles still predominate.
Women have been in Rotary for over 30 years. How did it
come to pass? It started at the club level, just west on
Route 66, in Duarte, CA, a small town with two main employers, City of Hope and the Duarte Unified School District. The
Rotary Club of Duarte, with something like 8 members, opted
to expand by inviting women to be members in 1976. Rotary
Club member Dr. Richard Key, Superintendent of Schools,
invited two school principals and a school psychologist to
join. Then District Governor Paul Bryan advised registering
the new members with Rotary International (RI) using their
last names and initials only. The ruse worked for a while, but
a year later was the Duarte club’s 25th anniversary, and when
RI’s representatives to the celebration discovered there were
women in the club, there were tremors back in Evanston,
Illinois. The Board of Directors of RI said: 1) No women members. 2) Ask them to leave. 3) If they don’t leave, we’ll revoke your charter. Duarte said, in eﬀect, “Nuts,” and sent a
member to Tokyo to appeal to the next Council on Legislation
(COL). But the question posed for a vote was, “Did Duarte
violate the by-laws by inviting women to be members?” And
the answer was “Yes,” because the by-laws said members are
“men of good character.” Interestingly, the original language
of the by-laws had been “persons of good character,” and
somehow it morphed over time. Jack Davis, President of RI
wrote the Council, "The unity of Rotary International was
jeopardized by a single club's unilateral move to change bylaws." Duarte wanted the Council to consider changing the
constitution to allow for the inclusion of women, but in 1978
the Council on Legislation heard and discussed the question
and voted 1060 for and 34 against, thus upholding the previous decision of RI's Board of Directors.
Following the vote by the COL and the return
of their delegate, the Duarte club decided to
continue to meet as a quasi-Rotary Club. An X
was placed over the Rotary insignia, new pins
were made, and the club called itself the ExRotary Club of Duarte.
In June, 1978, the Ex-Rotary Club of Duarte,
California, filed suit in Los Angeles Superior
Court; RI petitioned to move the case to federal court, since all RI Board members are not
Californians. RI’s hope was that if jurisdiction
were changed to Federal court, RI could take
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advantage of a 1976 Federal court decision upholding exclusionary rules for private clubs. However, the Federal
court ruled that the case should be heard in state court.
And it finally was--in 1983; California State Judge Max
Deutz ruled against Duarte, refusing to reinstate the club.
The Duarte club immediately appealed, and in 1986, the
State Court of Appeals reversed Judge Deutz, stating that
Rotary Clubs are business establishments subject to regulation under the state's Unruh Act which bans discrimination
based on race, gender, religion or ethnic origin. This ruling
came in part because around 80% of dues at the time were
paid by employers.
Rotary International immediately appealed the case to the
California Supreme Court, which refused to hear the case,
leaving the Duarte victory in place. RI then appealed to
the U. S. Supreme Court, arguing the decision "…threatens
to force us to take in everyone, like a motel." Meanwhile,
in the Duarte club, women continued to be included and to
thrive, and Sylvia Whitlock was the club’s president-elect
in 1986-87. Her February, 1987, invitation to PETS included a request to bring a coat and tie for pictures. District
Governor John Fee, at a PETS with 310 men and 1 woman,
spoke about the Duarte club’s actions, the court rulings
and the appeal to the Supreme Court (the Supreme Court
had not yet ruled) and said dismissively, "This is a case of
the mouse that roared." The club took it up as a rallying
cry on their new banner. (picture on p. 6)
On May 4, 1987, the U.S. Supreme Court affirmed the 1986
ruling of the California Court of Appeals in a 7-0 opinion.
(Justice Sandra Day O’Connor abstained—her husband was
a Rotarian.) Despite widespread media attention worldwide, RI had nothing to say to Duarte until the 1987-1988
Rotary year, when the Duarte club received a notice to list
existing members as of June 30, 1987, and pay international dues accordingly. To this day, that invoice remains the
only communication from the Rotary International Board
of Directors or the Secretariat regarding the end of the
Duarte charter revocation and the Club’s reinstatement in
Rotary International.
Sylvia Whitlock served as president of the Rotary Club of
Duarte for the 1987-1988 Rotary year. She was the first
woman club president in the world, although RI did not
officially change its constitution and bylaws admitting women until January of 1989, and the
change did not take eﬀect until July 1, 1989.
Sylvia is now a member of our club, called upon
to speak around the world about her experience.
These days, when someone asks, “How did you
become club president?” Sylvia, if pressed for
time, is tempted to say, “I don’t know; I must
have missed that meeting.”
President Ron closed this meeting, presenting a
check for $1000 for the Piyali School for Girls near
Calcutta, India, one of Sylvia’s Rotary projects.
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS
March 8

Evening Social—Karaoke night @ Ophelia’s Jump
(counts as a meeting, dark at noon)

March 15

International Christian Scholarship Foundation
Susan Hume, President (and LaVerne Rotarian)

Ron Coleman
Claremont Rotary
President
2018-2019

March 22 Youth Awards — Middle School
March 29

Out of the Garden and into the Wild (RSABG)
Dr. Naomi Fraga, Dir. Of Conservation Programs

Picture of the Week

What do mice
do when they’re
at home ?

Mousework?

OINK

Link to online history of the banner

Website

Bacon Bits
Let’s fill up the pig!

Sergeants’ committee
gathers before each
meeting at 11:30 AM in
the Orchard Lounge at
the DoubleTree Hotel
and anyone
with information to
share is welcome!!

March Birthdays

Information about the club and back ediJerry Tambe 3/09
tions of this newsletter are always available Don Gould 3/13
Dale Christensen 3/17
on DACdb and www.claremontRotary.org
Michael Fay 3/21
Join us on Facebook:
Tim Harrison 3/21
www.facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont
Ron Murphy 3/22
Lark Gerry 3/24
Taste of Claremont
Jerry Goldman 3/24
tasteofclaremont.org/

Clarifier Committee

Stan Barnes 3/30

Notes: Lark Gerry (meeting), Jim Lehman (program). Photos: Peter Weinberger
The Claremont Rotary Club meets at the Claremont DoubleTree on Foothill at 12:10pm
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