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● Books in Childhood
● HIstory of  Make Way for Books
● Hard Facts about the Families  We Serve
● Emergent Language and Literacy Research
● What is Story School?
● Power of Books
● Success of Story School
● Homework Opportunity
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Make Way for Books

Celebrating 25 
years!
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Our mission is to give all children the 
chance to read and succeed.
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Hard Facts
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1 in 3 
young children (under age 5) 

in our community
 live in poverty.

This puts them at a distinct disadvantage.
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HALF
Of children in poverty do not have 
books at home and are not read to 
daily.

of children from low-income 
homes start school with the skills 
they need to be successful

Less than
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A child’s 
vocabulary at 
age 3 predicts 
their reading 
achievement in 
third-grade.
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Only 1 in 10 
children reading below grade-level                                  

in first grade will ever catch up.
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By the end of third-grade, children reading 
below grade-level are 4 times more likely to 
drop out of high school in the future.
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The Research 
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Building a brain is like 
building a house.
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The first 
5 years 
impact 
everything.
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Education is the most powerful tools to change our community.
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Serve and Return Interactions
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books 
build 
brains
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Family 
Education and 
Literacy
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Story School
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Story School’s Innovative Approach



© Make Way for Books, 2018



© Make Way for Books, 2018



© Make Way for Books, 2018

Presence of books 
in the home
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Weekly Recorded Stories
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www.makewayforbooks.org/app
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APP Activities
For a preschooler
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“Being in such a different place has 
been hard. Without friends or family, 
we have felt very alone at times. 
Make Way for Books become our 
community. When we come here, 
we feel connected.”

- Participating family
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Sot

● Story School
● Cuéntame Collaborative



© Make Way for Books, 2018

Volunteer 
Opportunities
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Share the 
magic 

of a book 
with a child.
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