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EGYPT

14TH 
CENTURY 

B.C.



FDR

   Contracted polio in          
1921 at age 39.

Created National 
Foundation for 
Infantile 
Paralysis in 1938



March of Dimes



1950s







Jonas Salk

1954 conducted field trials in 
US with 1.8 million children.

Developed injectable vaccine.
• safe
• effective
• potent



ALBERT SABIN

1961 
DEVELOPED 

ORAL VACCINE.



1979

RotaryFoundation
      3-H Grant

Philippines



Carlos Canseco

RI President 1984-85

Father of Polio Plus
1985



Global Polio Eradication Initiative 
       1988 



Additional Partners



1988
360,000 cases/year

125 countries



WHO   Regions



Eradication in the Americas
Certified 1994

Last case in 1991, Luis Fermin Tonorio, Peru



Eradication in Europe
Certified 2002

Last case in 1998 
Melik Minas, age 3

Turkey



Cases of Wild Polio Virus

Year   Total         Endemic Countries
1988                                          350,000                                         125                          

         2008           1652                       4    India, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
                                    Afghanistan

         2012                             223                       3 Nigeria, Pakistan, 
                                      Afghanistan 

2017                                               22       2    Pakistan, Afghanistan

          2023               12 
                               6 Pakistan  11/15/23
               6 Afghanistan  9/4/23

          2024   YTD  2/15/24      0   



Challenges

• Rumors

• Assassinations of Health Workers

• Political Climate

• Outbreaks



Consequences of Failure

• Humanitarian Cost
• 200,000 cases polio every year within 

next 10 years
• Financial Cost

• $14 billion lost investment (Rotary $2 
billion)

• $40 billion over next 20 years in cost 
of treatment and lost productivity 



We Are “This Close”



LIGHTING BUILDINGS



National Immunization Days   (NIDs)
India 2005

PRID Phil Silvers



India 2005

PDG Michael Drake



Rotary Foundation Funding Goals

• Districts 20% of DDF

• Clubs $1500 annually



The PolioPlus Society of District 5500

Rotarians commit to give a minimum of $100 per 
year to PolioPlus. 

 Members will be awarded a pin, wristband, and 
certificate at a meeting of their club.



El Tour de Tucson



Indoor Ride To End Polio

Team Registration at www.rotaryd5500.org 

http://www.rotaryd5500.org/
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