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October 7th, 2024 

 
The Rotary Club of Jackson was pleased to welcome District 6820 Polio Chairman Dr. 
Nelson Atehortua. The title of his presentation is: “END POLIO NOW:  A Polio 
Survivor’s Perspective.” 
 

 
 

L to R: Heber Simmons, Jr. – Rotary Past President; Pediatric Dentistry, Retired; Dr. 
Nelson Atehortua – District 6820 Polio Chairman; Mark Fields – District 6820 Past 
District Governor; Owner, Woodmark Investments, LLC; and Richard Wilbourn – 

Rotary President Elect; Attorney – Richard Wilbourn And Associates, PLLC 
 
 



 
 

Mark Fields – District 6820 Past District Governor welcomed  
Rotarians and guests. He also led the Club in the Four Way Test. 

 
Deonte Oscar – President, Hinds County Division – Community Bank, delivered the 
Invocation; Rob Salley (Retired) led club members in the Pledge of Allegiance; and  
 
James Carter – Vice President, Bank Plus, introduced Guests: 
 

• Richard Wilbourn’s daughter – Sophia Wilbourn, Policy Analyst for Congressman 
Michael Burgess – Texas, District 26 

 

 
 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
District 6820 is now accepting applications for District Governor for Rotary year 
2027-2028. For more information or to access the application, please visit 
https://www.rotary6820.com. October 31, 2024, is the deadline to apply. 
 

 
 
Fourth-quarter invoices are now in your inbox. Please make these a priority. 
 
 



Annual Coat Drive for the Boys and Girls Club of Central Mississippi.  
 
Collection dates: October 28 and November 4. Sizes 5/6 through 18. 
 

 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Assma Ali, guest speaker for the Professional Women’s 
Association of Jackson on October 15. 
 

 



 
 
October 24 is World Polio Day. 
 
Save the Date: October 24, 6:00 p.m. - District 6820 End Polio Now 5k Run and Walk. 
Flowood Family YMCA, 690 Liberty Road. Questions? Email Dr. Nelson Atehortua, 
Committee Chair, at nelson.atehortua@gmail.com. 
 
It is important to register even if you don’t want to participate. All contributions are vital 
to fight polio. 
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Join us on Monday, October 28, when our guest speaker will be Rotary District 
Governor Sharon Moulder. 
 
On October 28, the Rotary Club of Jackson will host a Rotary Foundation Major 
Donor ceremony and a Paul Harris Fellow Recognition. 
 
On October 28, the Rotary Club of Jackson will hold an Excellence in Education 
Ceremony recognizing some of Jackson Public School’s finest educators. 
 

 
 
On November 4, the Rotary Club of Jackson will host a Perfect Attendance 
Ceremony.  
 
If you believe you are a candidate for perfect attendance and have yet to receive an 
email from Paula, please contact her at jrotary@bellsouth.net. 
 

 
 
BIRTHDAYS: 
 
Mason Williams      October 20 
Mark Saxon      October 22

 
 
President-Elect Richard Wilbourn Introduced Dr. Nelson Atehortua. 
 
Dr. Atehortua is an Adjunct Professor at Jackson State University’s Mississippi Delta 
Center of Excellence in Maternal Health. He is also a health Consultant to the 
Metropolitan YMCA of Mississippi and the World Health Organization. 
 
Quotes and Notes from Dr. Atehortua’s presentation:   
 
“Talking about polio is his passion.” 
 
“Polio forces survivors to live in a different world than others.” 
 
“As a child, the smell of the hospital was like home; the taste of the food and the 
everyday sounds were family to me.”  His time spent in the hospital as a child led Dr. 
Atehortua to want to be a doctor and a Rotarian. His hospital in Columbia has a large 
Rotary wheel at the entrance. 
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Polio Eradication is “almost there” with 99% success; however, in 2023, 12 cases were 
reported. Reports from 2024 show 61 current cases of polio:  1 in Gaza, 22 cases in 
Afghanistan, and 32 cases in Pakistan. “The increase in new cases is due to the 
destruction in civilian infrastructure – clean water, housing, sanitized cooking, etc.” 
 
“Rotary International’s goal should be to completely eradicate polio by the end of the 
decade.” Of course, Dr. Atehortua has a “biased approach to the goal as a polio 
survivor.” 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 



More Photos 
 

 

 

 
Dr. Nelson Atehortua  Dr. Nelson Atehortua 

   

 
Enjoying Lunch and Good Fellowship 

 



 
Enjoying lunch and great conversation 

 

 
Past President Lee Roy Walker 

 
   



 
Yolanda M Singleton and Dr. Deborah Wright 

 

 
 

Bernard Bridges and David Raddin 
 


